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Upcoming events 

Japanese Akita-Inu Club 
Open show  

Date: 02/08/2009 (Sunday) 
Closing date for entries: 10/07/09 
Venue: Shenstone Village Hall, 
Barnes Road, Shenstone, 
Staffordshire. WS14 0JR 
Details and entry form available 
from the website: 
www.japaneseakita-inu.co.uk 

 
Judging seminar: 

 
Date: 01/11/2009 
Venue: Pucklechurch Community 
Centre, Bristol. BS16 9RH 
Please register your interest with: 
KitadoDogs@aol.com 
Places are limited, please contact 
us for availability.  

 
Breed classes are scheduled at: 
 
Paignton Championship Show 
Tuesday 04/08/2009 
Westpoint, Exeter, EX5 1DJ 
Entries close: 26/06/2009 
 
Darlington Championship Show 
Friday 18/09/2009 
Newby Hall, S Yorkshire HG4 5AE 
Entries close: 28/06/2009 

 

Club Website 

www.japaneseakita-inu.co.uk 
 
If you have any news or information 
about the Japanese Akita Inu that 
you would like to share with other 
members please send them to:  
cherrylynn@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Please note that not all articles received 

can be published. 
 

 
Japan 2009. from Britt Nyberg  

S.A.K.I. Club show and Akita Cup, April 2009, Turin .  
By Maureen Thompson 

 
Akita Cup Best Male 

S.A.K.I Best Male:  
Shinjiro Dell’Antico Oriente 

 
Akita Cup Best Female:  

Neo Go Shrai 

 
S.A.K.I Best Female:  

Amamei Go 

 
April 2009 saw the 6th Akita Cup held in Turin, Italy. It was a successful show, attracting an entry of 
145 Japanese Akita-Inu from all over Europe. Travel to this event was well worth the effort in so 
many respects. Firstly, to be able to sit ringside and concentrate on watching a record entry of dogs 
over the 2 days. Secondly, to see these dogs being evaluated by a European judge (Britt Nyberg) 
for the S.A.K.I. show and 2 Japanese judges of the highest accolade (Mr Koji Shirai and Mrs 
Kazumi Hosonuma) presiding over the ‘Akita Inu Cup’ event. Thirdly, for the opportunity to meet and 
exchange views about the development of our breed with so many people from across Europe. 
Some of the countries represented alongside Italy were; Spain, France, Lithuania, Poland, 
Switzerland, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Croatia and Russia. 
 
The S.A.K.I. club show was held under FCI regulations and offered C.A.C.s for Best of Sexes. Britt 
had 75 exhibits presented for assessment and she chose Int. Ch. Shinjiro Dell’Antico Oriente an 
impressive brindle male well known for his great conformation and soundness as best male and 
best female was Amamei-Go owner bred by Antonio Lombardo. This excellent red female was 
awarded Best of Breed on the day and I have to say that she is truly one of the most impressive 
females I have seen so far!  
 
The ‘Akita Cup’ event was organised under Akiho traditional style with Mrs Hosonuma (Musashi 
Aiwa kennel) assessing females and Mr Shirai (Shirai kennel) assessing males. Their approach to 
judging was different. Firstly they undertook individual assessment of each exhibit in every class. 
Then a break for lunch after which the judging continued class by class with dogs that achieved 
excellent grading being invited back into the ring for further consideration by both judges who paired 
up various dogs and discussed at length before agreeing on the final 4 dogs for each class. They 
judges selection for best male was also Int. Ch. Shinjiro Dell’Antico Oriente owned by Dell’Antico 
Oriente kennel with Neo-Go Shirai owned by Casa Di Saporito kennel selected as best female.  
 
For the full results and pictures of the best 4 dogs in each class please visit the website:  
http:www.akitacup.it/ris 2009/ris2009.htm 
 

Seiken A Female: Isamashii-Go Hi Ga Noboru 
Seiken B Female: Yoshimi Go Sagagorouen 
Soken Female: Nao Go Shrai  
Waka Inu Female: Shino Go Isehara Futami 
Yoken A Female: Masae Go Di Casa Saporito 
Yoken B Female: Kinza Go Di Casa Saporito 
Puppy Female: Mayuki Tomimopa 

Seiken A Male: Shinjru-Go Dell’Antico Oriente 
Seiken B Male: Mugen Go Awa Kuroiwasou 
Soken Male: Kotarou Go Musashi Aiwa 
Waka Inu Male: Kenka Go Shirai 
Yoken A Male: D’Taishi Go of Kamiko Ken 
Yoken B Male: Hiro Go Di Casa Saporito 
Puppy Male: Yuri-Go Dell’Antico Oriente 

 
European Winner Show Dublin 2009 
 
The sun shone all weekend for the winners show in Dublin, making for a lovely day out for those 
that made it over the water to Ireland for the weekend. The entry for Mrs C Molinari from Portugal 
was fairly small and dominated by UK entrants complemented by Irish and Russian dogs. 
Congratulations to the following for their success in Ireland.  
 
For the full results please see: http://www.dogshowentry.ie/OnlineEntries/Public/ShowResults.aspx  
 
Award Dog 
Green Star and CACIB Dog Kaidou Go Shira (JAP.IMP.) (Mrs. W. Phillips.) 
Green Star and CACIB Bitch CH. Susme Go De Yamada at Baromar (Mrs M. Leighfield) 
Best Of Breed Kaidou Go Shira (JAP.IMP.) (Mrs. W. Phillips.) 
Best Junior Baromar He was Mentobe for Gilgerie (Mrs I. Hasell) 
Best Puppy Libertia Perdita at Wendbarry (Mrs W. Philips)  



Beware of Spiders 
By Irene Hasell 

 
Savannah before the bite 

 
Savannah after the bite 

Some eighteen months ago 
whilst bathing Savannah I 
noticed a nasty red patch on 
her lower neck with two small 
puncture wounds about 4mm 
apart. I didn’t think much of it 
and just put some Teatree 
Oil cream on and carried on 
drying her. As she was just 
starting to moult, when she 
lost coat in the next week I 
was not too worried. Then 
her hind legs began to look 
like a plucked turkey and it 
was off to the vets. He was 
very puzzled as just the week 
before we had taken bloods 
for testing before the need to 
booster. So poor Savannah 
had to give more blood and 
just-in-case treatment for any 
unwelcome visitors.  

 
 
Whilst waiting for results I went to the Leeds show where I got 
talking to a friend with Keeshonds, having described the marks 
on Savannah’s neck and how I thought something had stung 
her but what? She suggested a spider. Back to the vets and a 
detailed description of the marks, all had to agree that this was 
the probable culprit but how was this possible? More tests by 
which time the venom had dissipated but the loss of coat was 
horrendous. She was not 100% herself but not really ill.  
 
At last her coat started to grow so my vet, to help her put her 
on a  small dose of saloxin. Oh dear, as her coat grew she 
looked like she had a boucle jumper on. All lumpy and bumpy. 
We were now a year down the line, she then started downhill 
but we thought she was a bit fed up with Tobe coming into the 
house. More tests showed that the thyroid function was 
compromised and her immune system was troubled. Put on a 
drip then a high dose of soloxin and then an operation to spay 
her she is at last back on track we hope. This is just a warning 
to check your dogs if they push under hedges, bushes or 
anywhere that spiders weave their webs. All spiders carry 
venom in small doses and I cannot tell you what species of 
spider it was but my vet is quite convinced that Savannah had 
an anaphylactic reaction to spider venom and the immune 
system being severely compromised.  
 
Just before this happened Savannah was fit and had made up 
to Irish Champion and had just won her 3rd C.A.C.I.B. And just 
in case anyone was wondering the vet has confirmed that she 

does not have SA. 

Lungworm on the increase 
By Katherine Huggins 
Lungworm has been known in the UK for some time, particularly in the 
South. In the last two years, it has become a more widespread and 
common threat, largely due to the increase in slug and snail populations. 
One of the main problems with this disease is the difficulty of a definite 
diagnosis and often the absence of symptoms in the early stages of the 
disease. A neighbour of mine recently lost their 7 year old Goldie to this 
disease, from diagnosis to death was 6 days. He must have been carrying 
the parasite for much longer than this but showed no symptoms until the 
week before his death. 
 
Lungworm, aka 'French Heartworm', caused by the nematode (a type of 
worm) Angiostrongylus Vasorum, is a potentially fatal condition affecting 
dogs and foxes. It is not to be confused with 'Heartworm' caused by 
Dirofilaria Immitis, a disease not endemic in the UK. 
 
Angiostrongylus VasorumLifecycle 
Adult worms live in the right side of the heart and great pulmonary vessels. 
Eggs are laid and move, via the blood vessels, to the lungs, where they 
hatch larvae, which are coughed up and swallowed. They are then passed 
in the dog's faeces and eaten by slugs and snails (intermediate hosts), 
where they undergo further development. Dogs, foxes and frogs (paratenic 
host) then eat the slugs or snails and the larvae are absorbed from the gut 
into the blood stream, after some more development, from where they end 
up in the heart again. Dogs can get infected by accidentally eating the 
intermediate hosts, for instance when they eat grass - some slugs are tiny! 
Dogs can also be infected through slime trails, for instance on garden 
patios or on outside water bowls. 
 
Symptoms 
There are three groups of symptoms:- 
   1. Cardio-respiratory - Involving the heart and lung systems. It can show 
as coughing, difficulty breathing, fast breathing, exercise intolerance etc. 
   2. Neurological - Involving the nerve system. It can show as paralysis, 
fits, unco-ordination, spine pain or even behavioural changes. 
   3. Coagulopathy - A blood clotting disorder. It can show as bleedings in 
the skin and excessive bruising, prolonged wound bleeding, nose bleeds, 
pale mucous membranes, bleeding in the eye.  
 
Diagnosis 
He or she may then do various tests on your dog, including blood tests, x-
rays, lung flush samples (BAL) or other. Unfortunately, none of these are 
specific. The best test is a Baermann test on the dog's faeces, often done 
at an outside laboratory. Sometimes it is impossible to get a definitive 
diagnosis and some cases are treated on a strong suspicion, rather than a 
proven diagnosis. 
 
Treatment 
As lungworm is potentially life threatening, if infection is proven, or even 
strongly suspected, immediate treatment is advised. The only licensed 
veterinary treatment to this purpose, at the moment, is an imidacloprid / 
moxidectin combination (called 'Advocate*'), given as a spot-on treatment. 
Fenbendazole ('Panacur*', 'Granofen*') has also been used, usually in the 
form of a paste or granules, but needs to be administered for at least 7 
subsequent days to have a similar effect to a single spot-on treatment. In-
contact dogs should also be treated at the same time. 
 
Prevention 
The simple answer to the question of how to try and prevent your dog from 
getting any of the parasites, mentioned above, but especially lungworm, is 
to use Advocate spot-on on a monthly basis!! 
Information about Advocate spot on can be found here: 
http://www.advocate-spot-on.com/4413.0.html  

Sad Departures:  
The Japanese Akita Inu world has recently lost two great contributors to the breed.  
 
Gary Byrne October 2008 
Gary lost his fight against cancer in 2008. Those who have been involved in the breed will know that Gary had been a long time devotee of the 
breed. He campaigned diligently for the breed split and was dedicated to the development of the breed following this achievement. He was 
always willing to defend his point of view, and never a ‘yes man’. But always his heart was what was best for the breed. He didn’t always agree 
but always was committed to the Japanese Akita Inu breed. With him has gone a wealth of knowledge of pedigrees and dogs throughout 
Europe  
 
Lutz Lammers 30.04.2009 
A memorial notice has been posted to the WUAC website which, when translated, reads roughly as follows: “Lutz Lammers, honorary president 
and founding member of the German Akita Club e V died on April 30. By his death cynology, especially the Akita community, loses a man who 
was very much involved in the welfare of the breed Akita for 35 years and who made the Akita Club popular far across the borders of Germany. 
“We will strongly miss Lutz with his quiet and balancing temperament, his fairness, competence, his readiness for factual discussions and his 
strong personality. By his death, everyone who was attached to him loses a reliable friend. He will stay in our hearts and will never be forgotten.” 
 



News from our Members:  
 

A GOLD AWARD to Daichi Kanon 
 
Daichi Kanon (Pet name Oakie), Owned by Mathew + Sue Buckley, made breed history by becoming the first of his 
breed to achieve the GOLD Standard Award in the Kennel Clubs Good Citizen Dog Scheme at the age of 14 months.  
 
Later on Oakie went to Crufts for the first time in 2009 taking a 1st and a 3rd place respectively. He also did two days 
on the Kennel Clubs Discover Dogs Crufts 2009 along with one of his many girlfriends; Kita-go Dell'Antico Oriente 
Tsoyu (Pet name Kita) and owned by Maureen Thompson/Cherry Wilkinson + partners. They had a really good day 
together meeting and greeting members of the public and acting as great ambassadors for the breed.  
Both Kita and Oakie have participated in fund raising events and helped to raise £800 for the Phoebe trust  

New Arrivals 
 
The Japanese Akita-Inu club would like to welcome the following dogs, we hope to see you all out and about very soon. 
 

 

Kaidou Go Shirai at Wendbarry (imp jpn) 30.10.2007  
Owner: Wendy Phillips 
SIre: Hakuhou Go Musashi Aiwa  

(Bandou Tarou go Saginuma Kensha x Aiwa Aihime Go Musashi Aiwa)  
Dam:  Chiyo Go Musashi Aiwa  

(Hidemaru Go Houjuen x Sumire Go Musashi Aiwa) 
 

He has been mated to Wendbarry Just Like Heaven and  the litter is expected late June 
 

 

 
Libertia Perdita At Wendbarry 11.09.2008  
Owner: Wendy Phillips 
 
Sire: Ir. Ch. Kodai Go Awa Kuroiwasou(imp Jpn)  
 
Dam: Ir. Ch. Tycon Been There Done 

 
New Litters 
 
Anshee Akitas 13.11.2008 
 
Anshee Rumpy Pumpy 
Anshee Slap an tickle 
Anshee Thrill an Frollicks 
Anshee Tickle ma Pickle  
 
Sire: Kojito-Go-Dell’ Antico Oriente 
Dam: Dei Laghi Tailly Zanghes No Higashi Anshee 

 
 
Tsyoyu Japanese Akita Inu 
Sire: Birin Go Musashi Aiwa 
Dam: Unsyuhime Shun’you Kensha Tsoyu 
 
The male will stay in UK under a Tsoyu partnership with Karen Arme 
We have retained a brindle female and Mat/Sue Buckley are the proud owners 
of another brindle female. 
The 3rd brindle is going to Sweden  
The red long coat bitch has gone to a family home in Essex 
The 2 red females are yet to be decided at time of going to press. 

 
A view from Japan 2009 
Many thanks to Britt Nyberg for permission to publish the pictures below from the Akiho National Exhibition in Tokyo.  
 

           
 

                                      



 
 
A Short Story 
By Cherry Wilkinson   
 

It’s a strange thing.  I have had connections with Spain for many, many years.  Firstly, and very important to Maureen and I, we bought our 
first Akita Inu from Spain.  The lady we bought from is very famous in the Akita Inu world and is very successful on the continent with her dogs.  

 
Secondly, we spent many happy family holidays there when our children were young.  Our daughter, Jo always said that when she was 

‘grown up’ that she would move to Spain to live.  She did this. Although Alan and I no longer ‘holiday’ in Spain, I have naturally visited many 
times to see my daughter and family, who, this year returned home to the UK. Because of the world economy crisis, she decided that it was 
pointless trying to sell her home in Spain so she still has her property near to Malaga, which she rents out for holidays.  It was because she had 
visitors due to arrive on the 7th June that we decided to go out on the 2nd June for a short ‘working’ holiday.  We needed to get the property 
ready to receive visitors and we thought we might as well have a bit of a break too.  This is where my story really starts… 

 
We arrived on Wednesday evening and we called at the garage-cum-shop-cum-bar at the end of her road in order to stock up with milk and 

bread for breakfast.  We thought we could go to the supermarket on the Thursday but neither of us fancied getting up in the morning without our 
usual cuppa.  Whilst at the garage, we thought that we might as well have a beer, being as we were ‘on holiday’, so we duly did so, sitting 
amongst the locals on this warm, sunny evening.  We gather that word must have got around that “the English are back”. 

 
Next morning, I got up early (as I usually do) and sat with my cup of tea, reading my book until I thought it was a suitable time to wake my 

daughter in order to get on with the work.  Being totally immersed in my book, I didn’t think anything when I heard a car stop, the gate creak and 
then the car re-start and pull away, but after this I heard the unmistakeable whine of a dog.  I went out of the front door and there, in the garden 
was a black and white puppy, obviously in a state of distress.  I called the puppy to me and within seconds, two more puppies bounded up to me 
waiting to be fussed. Looking at their teeth I surmised they were about 10 weeks old.  I then realised that the poor things had been dumped! In 
tears, I ran to my daughter and told her what had happened.  I cannot repeat what she actually said (it’s too rude!) but suffice it to say that she 
was extremely annoyed at such callous behaviour.  She dressed hurriedly and over a cup of tea we discussed what our next move would be.  
We had nothing to give the puppies to eat so all we could do was ensure they were secure and had water to drink whilst we tried to find them 
somewhere to live on a permanent basis. 

 
As she had been resident in Spain for some seven years, she knew of a charity shop, quite close to the town of Coín whose profits went to 

the care of stray animals in Spain.  This would be our first port of call and although we knew they would not offer to take the pups, they would 
probably know where we should try.  Of course, when we got there, the shop was shut!  However, it was due to open within the hour so we 
thought we would go to the supermarket at Coín to get some provisions for the week. 

We returned to the shop which was on a very steep hill.  We parked the car behind a blue Volvo estate which had Spanish registration.  Big 
mistake! (although we didn’t know this at the time) and after visiting the shop, where the ladies gave us the name and probable whereabouts of 
Kim, who runs an animal shelter, we returned to the car, intent on returning to Coín to speak to her.  However, when we got into the car, Jo put 
the car into reverse gear and revving hard, tried to reverse the car up the steep hill.  Disaster!  The wretched car wouldn’t engage and it 
proceeded to roll forward towards the Volvo.  She slammed her foot on the brake and then pulled the hand-brake.  I got out of the car.  There 
was about a foot to spare.  She tried again and unfortunately, the same thing happened.  By now, she was within 4 inches of the Volvo and both 
of us were in a state.  We were worried about the pups – we were worried about the fresh food which, in the rear of the motor was sitting in the 
now hot and getting hotter sun and we were worried that we might be sitting there for a long time! 

 
I said a quick prayer and we decided we would go to the bar at the bottom of the steep hill, which was run by an English lady.  Cold beer 

was needed, so we ordered and we sat with the English newspaper to see if we could see any advertisements to help us, just in case we never 
actually managed to see Kim.  We telephoned a couple of persons who were advertising re-homing of strays, but they couldn’t help us so I 
asked the lady behind the bar if she knew who owned the blue Volvo and if so, where did they live.  I imagined it would be a Spaniard and was 
mentally practising my long ago forgotten Spanish in case it would be needed.  Thankfully, it wasn’t!  The car belonged to an English gentleman 
who lived just opposite where the car was parked.  So after drinking our cold beers, we approached his house, knocking the door with one hand 
and crossing our fingers behind our back with the other. 

 
Eventually, the gentleman came to the door and we explained our plight.  After ribbing us in the usual fashion of a man towards a ‘woman 

driver’, saying that “no women could ever reverse cars” and laughing whilst he found his keys, we bit our tongues and smiled at his wonderful 
joke and got back into the car, seething with indignation!  However, we were pleased to be able to drive away in forward gear and to make our 
way back to Coín to see Kim. Finally, we found Kim.  She was running a car-boot type stall in the big shopping centre known as La Trocha in 
Coín, which sold anything donated by well-wishers, the proceeds of which helped Kim to care for the strays she took into care.  At the side of 
the stall there was a poster, with photographs of dogs and cats, puppies and kittens which were currently in her care.  She asked us if she could 
help us and we told our tale of woe.  What a saint is this woman!  She never even hesitated.  She asked when we would like to bring them to her 
and we told her that we were happy to keep them until the Sunday, if this would help her, and she agreed that it would.  We made an 
arrangement to meet on Sunday morning at La Trocha, where a large market was held on Sundays in the cool, under-cover car park. 

Over the next three days, we had a lot of fun with the pups.  We groomed them, pulled around 20 tics from each pup’s ears, fed them a 
decent diet (which they obviously had been lacking) and ensured they were safe from harm.  They totally destroyed the canopy over the lower 
terrace, by climbing from the upper terrace onto it and swinging on the fabric until it broke, dumping them in a bush (which thankfully broke their 
fall) whilst we were out.  Jo’s neighbour retrieved them from the bush and told us the tale later after we were puzzled at how the canopy had 
become in such a mess.  We tried to repair it but after a short while, gave up and took it down completely before the guests arrived.  (There are 
two more covered terraces by the swimming pool so they had shaded outdoor space to use.  And so, on Sunday morning we handed the pups 
into Kim’s care.  She took them from us at the market and we were both in tears but relieved that they would be cared for and hopefully found 
homes and that we could return to the UK without worrying further. 

If you would like to see Kim’s website, the address is:  www.kimsanimalrescue.com  and if you would like to make a donation, it will be well 
received.  If you would like to send your donation to me, I will be happy to forward it as I also intend to send further funds when I can and 
hopefully do some fund-raising for Kim’s wonderful work.  I hope you have enjoyed my story and that it will make you aware of the terrible things 
which happen to dogs and cats (and horses too!) in Spain.  It is a country where few people actually care for their pets and there is a plethora of 
stray animals roaming the streets of the towns and the countryside.  Please help people like Kim to carry on with their work.  Remember, they 
are totally self-funding and appreciate any donation whatsoever.   

Thank you for reading.  Cherry Wilkinson  
 



 
Articles from Members 
 
Many thanks for the interesting article submitted by and permission to reproduce obtained by Carol Davis Tonge.  Please note that this is an 
article that refers to research undertaken on dogs in the early 1960’s and the club is not aware of any issues regarding this in the breed in more 
recent times. If any members have first hand knowledge to the contrary please do get in contact and let us know.  
 
Short Spine syndrome.  
Written by Liz Harrell.  

 
In the years between 1665 and 1697, David Klocker Ehrenstrahl was commissioned twenty five times to 

paint dogs owned by nobility. This painter is acknowledged to have been scientifically accurate in 
understanding and portraying accurately the structure, musculature and general appearance of these 
dogs.  

Therefore, the dog he depicts in the picture, left is of considerable interest to anyone involved in 
research of the short spine syndrome in dogs, cows, pigs, turkeys etc. this dog is alleged to have been 
born in Finland. Several years ago a similar dog was found in Africa and that dog’s picture appeared in 
several US newspapers and periodicals.  

Between the years 1956 and 1961 two Japanese researchers, Suu and Ueshima, published a series of 
articles about a malformation in canines which they called the short spined dog. This abnormality appears 
to be an inherited defect which affects both sexes of a certain inbred line of Japanese dog.  

I could not find reference to what specific breed was involved, if indeed, only one is. However, in 
looking over the pictures of the dogs they studied, there is no doubt in my mind that some of them were 

Akitas. The facial contours, ear set, coat and general appearance are definitely Akita and these photos are designated “Japanese Breed”. There 
is nothing unfortunately, in the photo to give one perspective which would establish the height of the dog. In the cases where the dogs studied 
were crossed breeds, the involvement with the malformation was laid to the Japanese dog side of the cross.  

In the short spined animal it would seem that either the genetic programming goes awry so that from the time of inception the pup is doomed 
OR it may be that bacterial or chemical influences in-utero affect the embryo and produce the malformed pup. Nowhere in the material is there a 
mention of the number of affected pups born in a litter. However, it is obvious that these short spined dogs can and do reproduce as mention is 
made that a breeding program with these dogs might shed some light on similar problems involving cattle, pigs, turkeys etc.  

Whatever goes wrong in uetero, the problem is well established by the time the pup is only a few weeks old. One picture shows a pup … 
which may well be an Akita pup … that is certainly less than six weeks of age. It is a minature version of the body configuration seen in the 
adult.  

The spinal column of the animal is shortened. In some cases, the bone does not properly ossify and remains cartiligenous. Or, sections of the 
spine might fuse together making what would have been a flexible unit into a rigid column. While this is taking place, other things occur as 
secondary to the spinal problem. There is often a corresponding lack of ribs or the ribs may be placed much closer together. The rib cage 
usually equals the lack of vertebrae. During the formation of this area, Kyphoses (meaning humped back) will occur. Because of the missing 
vertebrae the dog has no neck at all and the elevated hump at the shoulder or withers makes this neck lack even more obvious. The back drops 
noticeably from the withers toward the tail. The rear end of the dog is usually spindly in appearance. The tail is usually quite short of the normal 
number of vertebrae which alters the tail appearance. Also, the vertebrae may never have ossified giving the dog a soft, cartilage tail.  

As the malformation progresses, muscles and tendons associated with the spinal column and rib cage etc. are affected. Atrophy and impeded 
circulation follow. Without the counterbalancing stress of the muscles and tendons to keep the growing bones straight, the long bones warp and 
buckle, giving the dog a bow-legged look, or in some cases the exact opposite, legs that turn in toward themselves.  

The spinal cord is also affected as the aperture through which it must pass is by now roughtned with bony or cartiligenous deposits which 
reduce the area in which the cord must function. Leisions forming in this area, or in the base of the skull must surely cause pain to some degree.  

The processes that produce these malformations MAY be akin to what occurs in chondordystrophy (excessive deposits or growths on the 
eiphyses) or lipochondordystrophy (a lipoid disturbance which affects the bones, liver, brain, cornea, spleen etc. and is characterised as 
dwarfism).  

 
     The stiffness of the spine and the weakness of the 

musculature affect the dog’s motion as well as his ability to sit, 
walk, run, climb or descend stairs or hills. According the Suu and 
Ueshima, these dogs manage to live normal, or near normal life 
spans. Though it is obvious that it is by no means a comfortable 
life. Eating from a dish on the floor is next to impossible because 
of the inflexibility of the spine which makes bending over 
exceedingly difficult. Sitting or lying down becomes a tedious 
project. Once in a lying-down position, the dog has great trouble in 
rising. The gait is affected and there is a lack of balance. Running 
or walking is never a smooth action. As you can ses from the 
pictures, head and legs are normal in length and size, but the 

body is totally out of balance.  
Some questions arise when reading this material. Are there degrees of involvement? Is the lack of neck, over-elevated withers and 

descending top line an indication that the animal manifesting these factors might be carrying th egene for the short spine syndrome? Possibily in 
some diluted form? How many breeds of dog have been involved in this syndrome? Have there been any research projects to determine 
whether outside influences might be involved? Such as chemical, bacterial, viral etc.? can one rule out the possibility of radiation reprogramming 
the genes? Could short spine be a side result of man trying to change the image of his animals?  

These are interesting speculations which can only be answered by further research into the problem. I would certainly like to know if any 
research of this nature has ever been carried out in the United States, and if so, what breeds were involved and what conclusions drawn. Maybe 
there is a possible link here to some of the skeletal disorders suffered by dogs in many breeds.  

 
(Pictures and material for this article were taken from “Historical Evidence of an Unusual Deformity in Dogs (Short Spine Dog), Hans-Jorgen 

Hansen, published in Norwegian Veterinary Medicine 1963. Also Suu and Ueashima material published by Gifu University, Japan. All of this was 
made available to Liz Harell by J. Hooper and N. Rhoden of Oakland, California).  

 
 
 

 
 

 


